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machinery which they require. Shipbuilding is carried on at
Xagasaki, Kobe, Osaka, near Tokyo, and at Ugo Bay near" Okayama ;
and within recent years a number of iron and steel ships have been
built at these ports.
Among the native industries in which the Japanese excel are
the manufacture of cloisonne ware, porcelain, matting, and
other articles of a similar nature made In the home or the small
workshop.
FORMOSA, which lias an area of about 14,000 square miles and
a population of over 5,000,000, is being rapidly developed by
the Japanese. The low-lying western part of the island is settled
by people of Chinese origin, and the mountainous eastern part is
occupied by aboriginal tribes, said to be .of Malay stock* The
products of the island are tropical and varied. The southern
plains, which receive considerable moisture from the monsoon in
summer but are dry in winter, are particularly suited to the growth
of the sugar-cane. New varieties of this plant have been introduced
by the Japanese, who also employ modem methods for the extraction
of the sugar. The result is that the production has now greatly
increased* though for the first few years after the Japanese occupa-
tion it fell off considerably. At the time of the cession the average
export was about 29,000 tons per year* but, during the last two
years for which statistics are available, it averaged over 950,000
tons, and, it is the hope of Japan to convert Formosa into another
Java. Tea is grown in the northern part of the island. One
variety, known as " oolong," is in considerable demand in the United
States, to wMch much of it is exported, The production of camphor
is a government monopoly. Formerly, the camphor tree grew ail
over the island, but, as a result of reckless destruction, it is now found
only in the mountainous districts, where great numbers of young
trees have been planted by the Japanese in order to replace those
which had been cut down for the distillation of camphor, Formosa
is the chief source of the world's supply of that commodity. Rice
is the staple food of the people, and large quantities are produced
on the western plains, whence there is a considerable surplus for
exportation to Japan proper. The mineral wealth of the island
is considerable, and gold, copper, coal, and petroleum are produced
in increasing quantities. The chief ports are Keelung in the north,
and Takau in the south-west.